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LABBB Collaborative 
Central office: 123 Cambridge Street, Burlington Ma. 01803 

Tel. 339-222-5615 Fax. 781-998-4654 
Labbb.com 
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LABBB Best Buddies 

 
 

LABBB Halloween Dance 

 



 

 4 

LABBB Collaborative History 

 

The LABBB Collaborative built its 46-year history on 

making a commitment to give students with special 

needs a chance to be part of the least restrictive 

program. All of LABBB’s thirty-four classrooms are 

located within public school buildings.  The LABBB 

members include Lexington, Arlington, Burlington, 

Bedford and Belmont. 

 “LAB” 
1972 - 1974 

 
In late 1972, three parents from Lexington and Arlington 

(“L.A.”) met together in a living room with the Directors 

of Special Education in hopes that a program be developed for their children (17 &18) to 

prepare them for the adult work world. The parents purchased a house in Lexington and a 

teacher was hired to begin the initial LABBB program. The “LAB” Collaborative was formed in 

response to the need for more specialized programs. The Massachusetts Department of 

Education approved the “LAB” Collaborative to begin in 1974, which included Lexington, 

Arlington and Burlington. The Superintendents clearly stated that, “…the programs are for our 

students, they are our responsibility and they must be of a very high quality.” Parental 

responses to the programs were highly positive. 

“LABB” 
1979 - 1995  

 
Soon neighboring school districts recognized the 

high quality of the programs and began requesting 

to enroll their students who had similar needs in 

“LAB.” The town of Bedford formally became a 

member in 1979 (“LABB”). 
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“LABBB” 
1996 - Present  

 
In 1996, the town of Belmont joined the 
collaborative (“LABBB”). This completed the 
LABBB Collaborative membership as it exists 
today. Currently, LABBB provides educational 
programming and support services for over 350 
special needs students from over 65 districts. 
LABBB serves students with a variety of special 
needs including students on the autism spectrum, 
students with multi-handicaps, pervasive 
development disorders, developmental delays, 
language deficits and social/emotional challenges. 
The LABBB Collaborative Programs are all located 

in public school buildings. The unified leadership of the LABBB Superintendents was a key factor 
in establishing the Collaborative. They continue to promote all programs; keeping them strong 
and progressive. 
 
 

Mission Statement 

We design and deliver special 

education services that promote 

academic, social and career 

independence in the most 

inclusive settings possible.  

The LABBB Philosophy 

The Philosophy of the LABBB Collaborative is to promote 

the social, cognitive and emotional growth of each child to 

his or her potential.  

The LABBB philosophy of support for the "whole child" 

includes cooperative and wrap around programs that 

define our commitment to all our students regardless of 

their handicapping conditions. We believe every student 

is unique and requires a specialized team to meet their 

needs. Each student has special talents and abilities that 
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must be cultivated in a learning environment.  

The LABBB community has a vision of skill-based instruction that considers the whole student 

from early childhood to adult living. We proceed by building skills and aptitudes to move 

towards independence. Self-reliance is a goal shared by all.  

LABBB Core Values 
 

QUALITY 
We provide high quality programming to each unique child attending our schools. 

 
PARTNERSHIP 

Partnership between home and school is essential to the success of our students. 

 
INDEPENDENCE 

We foster an environment that enables our students to acquire the necessary skills to lead more 
independent lives. 

 
STUDENT STRENGTHS 

We create and promote opportunities to maximize our students’ strengths. 

 
COMMUNICATION 

Our staff is committed to creating a professional working and learning environment through teamwork, 
communication, and respect. 

 
MIND BODY MANAGEMENT 

We believe in a culture that supports the practice of mind / body exercises for staff and students. 

 
MUSIC, ARTS AND THEATER 

We believe that music, art, and theater are healthy forms of expression and an important part of our 
students' education. 

Governance 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

LABBB Collaborative Board of Directors is comprised of the Superintendents from Lexington, 
Arlington, Bedford, Burlington and Belmont districts. 

 

Dr. Eric Conti   Board Chairperson, Superintendent of Burlington Public Schools 

Dr. Julie Hackett  Superintendent of Lexington Public Schools 

Dr. Kathleen Bodie  Superintendent of Arlington Public Schools 

Mr. Jonathan Sills  Superintendent of Bedford Public Schools 

Mr. John Phelan  Superintendent of Belmont Public Schools 




